
page 1 

FFFeeebbbrrruuuaaarrryyy  222000111666    

 

 

 

congratulations to 
Steph & Matt 

and to Barbara 
& Nigel 



page 2 

Inside the magazine this month… 

Minister’s Letter .....................................................................................3 

Church Family News ............................................................................5 
Flowers in Church .................................................................................6 
Law and Justice in the Workplace ...................................................6 
Sally Elizabeth Kirk  1932 - 2015 .......................................................7 
Fairtrade Fortnight ...............................................................................8 
Sheila Grace Cornell  1938 - 2016 ..................................................9 
Robots at Pilots! ................................................................................. 10 
DRAPES - Drama at Park Entertainment Society ......................... 10 
New Member - Stephanie Whittle ................................................. 11 
Lent Study ........................................................................................... 12 

Fairtrade Fortnight - 28th February to 13th March...................... 12 
Fundraising this Year ......................................................................... 13 
Divine and Human Justice .............................................................. 13 
Women’s World Day of Prayer, 4th March 2016 .......................... 14 
A Rich Man’s World .......................................................................... 14 
Commissioning Service .................................................................... 14 
Weekly email Updates ..................................................................... 15 
Park United Reformed Church Directory ...................................... 15 
Spring Cleaning in March ................................................................ 16 
Reform ................................................................................................. 16 

Letters .................................................................................................. 17 

CTEER Carol Singing in Reading ..................................................... 17 
The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal .............................................. 18 
Happy Feet ........................................................................................ 18 
Calling all Gardeners & Wannabe Gardeners ........................... 18 
Connect to our Synod ..................................................................... 19 
Engage Befriending .......................................................................... 19 
Lost Sheep (Psalms 119:169-176) .................................................... 21 
February Calendar ........................................................................... 24 
Elder’s Prayer for the month ........................................................... 25 
Church Contacts .............................................................................. 26 
Regular Activities at Park ................................................................. 27 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views 
of Park United Reformed Church, nor those of the editor, if you want to hear his, just ask, but you’d probably get bored 
after a few minutes, most people do.. 



page 3 

Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

In a recent reflection by one of the Chaplaincy 
team at the University of Reading I found these 
words about friendship: True friends treat each other 
with a Christ-like gentleness and sympathy. They are 
constant in their love, frankness, and congeniality. 
When friendship has these characteristics it can be said to be a true 
friendship, a 'spiritual friendship', one which builds up both parties and 
helps them journey towards God. 

Aelred of Rievaulx, a saint of the 12th Century, believed true friendship 
involved, in its very essence, a mutual striving for perfection. The two 
friends selflessly support and build each other up. There is no ulterior 
motive or thought of ‘What can this person do for me?’ Instead there is 
a heart of love that responds by thinking ‘How can I make things 
easier?’ or ‘How can I help this person to grow?’ 

This is an amazing reality. When we allow others to become true friends 
for our life’s journey our mentality is changed. The hearts of true friends 
become knit together and their friendship is mutually fruitful. We say as 
Christians the closer we are united to God the more we mirror his being. 
God is love itself and if we are united to him we too become love to 
our friends. Paul in his letter to the church in Corinth says that if in 
speaking with others we have not love we become ‘as sounding brass’ 
or a ‘tinkling cymbal’ i.e. we become noise of little use to others. In this 
day and age the last thing people need is more noise in their lives. 
However, when we have love for our friends we are patient, kind and 
not boastful in thought (1 Corinthians 13:4). 

Our fellowship at Park URC has a long history of friendship and care for 
others. Our Friendship Club is one such church group that has been the 
place of deep and lasting friendships, as I was reminded as we 
celebrated the life of Sheila Cornell and Sally Kirk in January. Our 
Friendship Club celebrates its 65th Anniversary this year and we give 
thanks to all who have been part of the Club and those who continue 
to ensure that friendships continue to be developed. 

During the URC Youth Assembly in January, Andrew Weston completed 
his year as the URC Youth Moderator, a post that has kept him very 
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busy. Please join in praying for his successor Sandy Nunn (another 
young person from Wessex Synod) and all those serving young people 
within our denomination. I have no doubt that the friendships formed at 
youth assembly will be significant for many participants. 

At the January Church Meeting we welcomed three people who had 
indicated a desire to become church members: Steph Whittle, Solaya 
Wambua and Judith Enang. It is always a joy to welcome more people 
into our fellowship, both as regular worshippers and as church 
members. We will receive Steph Whittle as a member on 28th February 
in our evening service, in order that her family from Cambridge will be 
able to share in this special occasion. In this magazine you’ll be able to 
read more about Steph and in future editions we’ll be able to read 
about Solaya and Judith. 

We have a huge number of people who help out every week with 
some aspect of our worship and church life – we have introduced a 
rota of people to help with SongPro (ensuring that the words on the 
screen appear at the right time) and a new rota is being established to 
operate the sound desk - thank you to all who have joined these teams 
and all who are considering where they can help. 

Later this month we will begin our Lent Study group – which, this year, 
will be based on the film ‘The King’s Speech’. Why not come along and 
find out more, even if you’ve never been involved in a house group or 
study group before? Discussing issues of faith and belief, with other 
people, is just one way to ‘nurture your faith.’  

As we seek to serve Christ, as we welcome new people to our 
congregation and as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit; may we 
know the encouragement and blessing of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer 
and our Saviour, in all aspects of our lives. 

Yours in Christ, Rob 
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Church Family News 

The two months since we last published a magazine, in spite of the 
happiness of the Christmas celebrations, have been a sad time for the 
Park family and in particular the families of two very long-serving 
members. Sally Kirk died on December 17th, and Sheila Cornell on 
January 12th; both had been ill for some months but their passing came 
as a shock to us all. It was good to see so many people at their 
thanksgiving services, and we send our love and deepest sympathy to 
both families.  

We shall miss them both, and the contribution they made to the life of 
our fellowship. Appreciations of their lives are included elsewhere in this 
issue. 

Members of Friendship Club were sorry to hear of the death of Stella 
Hodrian, at the age of 94, on January 4th. Stella had been a faithful 
member of the Club for many years, and also came regularly to our 
services held at Sutton Court.  

We are very glad that Ruth and Alastair Clark have accepted our 
invitation to become Elders in the United Reformed Church. They were 
ordained and inducted on January 10th.  

We send our love and congratulations to both the couples who were 
married at Park in December: Barbara and Nigel McAlister and Steph 
and Matt Barkley. Also our good wishes to Emma Walshaw, one of the 
Guide leaders, who was married to Geoffrey Poolman on January 29th. 
Our very best wishes for the future to you all.  

We send our love and best wishes to Lisa Durrant and Jo Adam, who 
announced their engagement on Christmas Eve. 

Many congratulations to Tim Lancaster, who after many years of study 
has completed his Actuary examinations.  

Steph Whittle has been successful in all her applications to study for a 
PCGE.  

Best wishes to all who are moving home. Mark and Jane Bennett 
relocated to Lampeter in November. Maureen and Mick Plummer have 
been waiting to move to a new home in another part of Woodley for 
some months, and they hope that this will be completed in early 
February.  
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We remember all those who are unwell at this time. Sylvia Wise is 
recovering after a heart attack, and her husband Geoff is at present in 
the Royal Berks Hospital.  

It is good to report that Maureen Plummer is doing well after her 
orthopaedic surgery, as is Robert’s mother Pauline Weston. We also 
remember Jenny Jones, Les Dray, Eileen day and Elizabeth Know. We 
assure all these friends of our concern and prayers. 

Doreen Woods 

Flowers in Church 

 It is always a delight to see flowers in church each week, and we thank 
all those who take a turn in providing this colourful addition to our 
worship.   

The rota is displayed in the vestibule in Palmer Park 
Avenue, and at the moment we do have a number 
of weeks which are not covered.  If you feel able to 
help out, you would be most welcome to add your 
name to the list for a week that would be convenient 
for you.   

If anyone would like to provide flowers but are unable 
to purchase and place them in church, please 
contact me and I will do my best to help. 

Helen Durrant  

Law and Justice in the Workplace 

Reading at Work presents “Law and Justice in the Workplace” - What is 
the role of the law in establishing and promoting justice in the 
workplace?  

Speaker - Laurie Anstis - Employment lawyer and chair of the Law 
Society’s Employment Law Committee. Monday 8th February 7.45pm, 
Bill’s Restaurant, Chain Street, Reading RG1 2HX.  

Book at online at www.readingatwork.org and for more details email 
dave@readingatwork.org 
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Sally Elizabeth Kirk  1932 - 2015 

Sally lived all her life in Reading. She was the first child of Kenneth and 
Phoebe Kirk, her sister Janet being born a few years later. She grew up 
in a loving family home, at 74 Hamilton Road.  She remained there for 
54 years until she moved to Anderson Avenue in 1992.  

Sally left school in 1950 and after a period of secretarial training began 
work at Heelas. This was the beginning of her long and happy career at 
the store where she made many of her lifelong friends. In 1953, Heelas 
was bought by the John Lewis Partnership and Sally became a partner. 
She enjoyed the benefits of partnership for the rest of her life, especially 
her annual visits to the Partnership guest house on Brownsea Island.  She 
was a committee member of the 25 Club and helped organise events 
for the Heelas Garden Society.   

She retired from John Lewis in 1993 after 43 years of dedicated service. 
On her retirement she received over 100 cards from colleagues wishing 
her well. In later years, the John Lewis Pensioners were a vital part of her 
social life, organising events and outings that peppered Sally’s packed 
diary throughout her retirement. She was fiercely loyal to John Lewis – 
and in return, John Lewis was a model employer, supporting Sally even 
in her recent illness. 

Sally led a very active life outside work and she had many interests: 
travelling, cricket, and photography; she was a longstanding member 
of the Conservative Party and campaigned on its behalf at every 
election.  

The centre of gravity of Sally’s life was undoubtedly here at Park. She 
attended throughout her childhood and became a church member in 
1955.  

She was active in many areas of church life: as Registrar in Junior 
Church and the SALT groups faithfully for many years, until her last 
illness. Another major interest was Christian Aid, taking part in the 
annual house-to-house collection (hers was almost always the largest 
amount) and helping with the administration.  

After her retirement she was able to join in the daytime organisations at 
the church, first in the Thursday Club, then when that closed, in 
Friendship Club. She served on the committees of both of these groups, 
making a valuable contribution. When we began the Sunday 
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afternoon services at Sutton Court, Sally made regular attendance 
there part of her worshipping life.  

She was a conscientious attender and active participant in the 
discussions at Church meeting. Sally was a very open person – you 
knew exactly where she stood. And although her approach could be 
disconcerting sometimes, it reflected a great quality – honesty. You 
knew who Sally was and you knew what she thought. And that honesty 
combined with her generosity to make her a dependable and caring 
friend. 

Sally did not marry and had no children of her own. But her sister Janet 
and brother-in-law Peter always kept her in the heart of their family. We 
send our love and sympathy to them all – especially to Janet who 
cared for her so devotedly during her last few months of life. And to her 
niece and nephew Nicki and Chris, her five great nieces and great 
nephews – Becca, Ella, Matt, Tom and Charlie; and her great-great 
niece Roisin.  

(With thanks to her nephew Chris Houston for much of this tribute.) 

Fairtrade Fortnight  

29 February to 13 March 2016 Will you join the Big 
Fairtrade Breakfast? Millions of farmers and 
workers in developing countries work hard to grow 
the food we eat, yet many don’t know where their 
next meal is coming from.  

You have the power to change this. 
This Fairtrade Fortnight is focusing on breakfasts, so it would be great to 
get everyone across the UK sitting down to a Fairtrade breakfast and 
standing up for the people behind the food.  

To help you, there is a FREE Big Fairtrade Breakfast pack that contains 
everything you need to organise a breakfast, including a guide full of 
ideas and inspiration, posters, stickers, decorations and postcards. 
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Sheila Grace Cornell  1938 - 2016 

Sheila was born in Maidenhead, and moved to Reading when she was 
quite small. She attended Alfred Sutton Primary School, and later 
Kendrick School. She first came to Park to join the Ranger unit, and that 
is where she met a Senior Scout Geoff Cornell.  

They were married at Park, having become church members, in 1962. 
Sheila and Geoff had two daughters, Myra and Heather, who grew up 
through Park Junior Church, Brownies and Guides, and Sheila served on 
the parents’ committee of the Guides.  

In 1981, the family moved to Plymouth because of Geoff’s work, and, 
although they were not there for many years, they fell in love with the 
whole area , and visited it regularly for the rest of Sheila’s life. By 
coincidence they became members of the URC at Plymstock, where 
Robert’s family worship. Robert was living there at the same time but he 
cannot remember whether their paths crossed! 

On their return to Reading, Sheila became involved with the Friendship 
Club, and served as Committee member, secretary and chairman. This 
was especially appropriate as Geoff’s mother has been one of the 
earliest members of the Club when it was founded in 1951.  

Sheila’s working life was spent at the BBC Monitoring Service at 
Caversham Park, and many colleague from there came to her 
thanksgiving service. Sheila and Geoff always enjoyed travelling, 
especially in their caravan, but after they had both retired they spread 
their wings and travelled far and wide. They had relations in Canada 
and visited them often.  

Their final trip together was in June last year, when they travelled on the 
Glacier Express in Switzerland, and were able to meet Sheila’s Swiss 
friend Elisabeth, who she had known since a school exchange in 1955.  

One of Sheila’s great qualities was the strength and permanence of her 
friendships: from schooldays, teenage years, church and work 
colleagues – she kept in touch with everyone.  

When her illness was diagnosed in 2015, it was obvious how ill she was, 
but she kept a very positive outlook. She was always welcoming to 
visitors and friends.  

We shall always remember her courage, witness, and care for 
everyone, and in particular her smile – we shall always remember the 
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poem “Smile” which Myra read at her thanksgiving service, and how it 
summed up Sheila for all of us.  

We send our love and deepest sympathy to Geoff, Myra and Heather 
and all the family. 

Robots at Pilots! 

This term our Pilots have been learning about the 
Czech Republic.  

Did you know that the word robot was first used to 
denote a fictional humanoid by the Czech writer Karel 
Čapek? 

One evening we set about making our own robots!  

Pilots is a non-uniformed group for children aged 5-15. 

Rob 

 

 

DRAPES - Drama at Park Entertainment Society 

At the recent EGM to discuss the future of Drapes Judith Enang 
volunteered to be the new Chair and she will be obtaining her own 
secretary. 

Thanks was given to Carol MacCarron who has been Chair for several 
years and hosted this special meeting, and Sally Street who is the 
outgoing Secretary and has also been in post for several years.  

Thanks was also expressed to Alan who has in the past been our stage 
manager and made wonderful sets and who has agreed to continue 
to be Treasurer.    
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New Member - Stephanie Whittle 

During 2016 we are receiving a number of people into membership, at 

the Evening Service on 28th February we will receive Stephanie Whittle 

into membership. We asked Steph to say a little about her journey of 

faith… 

My name is Stephanie, I’m 20 years old and I am currently in my third 
year studying English Language at the University of Reading.  I am from 
a village just outside Cambridge and am returning there next year to 
do a PGCE at the University of Cambridge.  I have grown up in the 
church with both my Grandfathers being ministers as well as my Dad 
being a URC minister in Birmingham until I was 13 and then moving to 
Cambridge where he is moderator of the Eastern Synod.   

I have many happy memories of junior church as I was growing up, 
where I began to build a relationship with God.  Until I was 13 I mainly 
attended a URC-Methodist-Anglican church in Cotteridge.  After 
moving to Cambridge I started going to Sawston Free Church where I 
began going to Girls’ Brigade.  I enjoyed being able to talk about God 
with other people my age.  A friend then encouraged me to join the 
choir at an Anglican church in Stapleford as I love singing, so I was a 
junior chorister there for a couple of years.  I enjoyed becoming more 
involved in church life and it was there that I started really going to 
church because I wanted to learn more rather than because it was 
routine.   

After moving to Reading University, I started coming to Ignite evening 
service at Park URC which I have loved.  I did the Alpha course with 
Rob and Roger last year which encouraged me to start thinking more 
about my faith.  I found all that Alpha taught me about prayer and 
Bible reading particularly helpful.  I’ve enjoyed being involved with 
Pilots and Messy Church at Park too as they provide a good 
opportunity to live out my faith.  I just want to say how grateful I am to 
everyone at Park URC for all the support they have given me in this part 
of my journey, the fellowship here in Reading, has been an important 
part of my faith journey and I am really pleased about becoming a 
church member while I am here. 
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Lent Study 

Our Lent Study is based on ‘The King’s Speech’ – will 
begin with a showing of the film on 8th February from 
7.30pm in the Lounge at Park United Reformed 
Church.  

The study is then over five weeks from 15th February 
until 14th March. Once again, our house groups will 
be invited to take turns in leading the sessions. The 
study booklets are available in church. 

Property Maintenance News 

The scaffolding above the church porch will have indicated that we 
have had a local roofing company, Tilehurst Roofing, to repair the lead 
flashing along the edge of the church roof.  

This work was completed by the end of January despite the showery 
weather! The scaffolding will remain in place a little longer so that a 
local signage company can replace the lettering that should read 
‘Park Church’. Our thanks to Dave for liaising with the various 
contractors. 

Our boilers continue to entertain our engineer from Oxford Renewables, 
one of the issues he dealt with in January was a blockage caused by a 
three inch (90mm) piece of wood which must have arrived with the last 
delivery of pellets. We have informed our supplier of pellets! 

Robert Weston 

Fairtrade Fortnight - 28th February to 13th March 

Gaye will be running a Fairtrade stall on the 6th March after the church 
service.  

If anyone wants to order anything in advance please let Gaye know so 
she can have in stock for you. Easter Eggs will be available to order at 
£3.99 each.  
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Fundraising this Year 

Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan 
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod. At the church 
meeting the following activities were confirmed.  

We hope that you’ll be able to support some of these events, which will 
help raise funds and give us opportunity to share fellowship together. 

27th Feb Quiz and evening meal 

23rd April Evening meal and quiz 

14th May Coffee morning and plant sale in Spencer’s Wood 

9th July BBQ and games in Palmer Park 

24th Sept  Harvest show, supper and barn dance 

27th Nov Christmas Fair 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls.  

All of the events are being held at Park URC except the ‘Coffee 
morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of Chris & Yvette 
Gayford, Froxfield, 10 Grovelands Road, Spencer’s Wood, Reading RG7 
1DP. 

Fundraising team 

Divine and Human Justice 

“The Ethics of the Bible -Divine and Human Justice in the Old 
Testament”. A talk by John Barton, Oriel and Laing Professor of the 
Interpretation of Holy Scripture at the University of Oxford on Thursday 
11 February at 8pm in the Warden’s Room Bradfield College (RG7 6BZ).  

John is joint editor of The Oxford Bible Commentary and an Anglican 
priest. This meeting is organised by the Spiritual Development Group of 
the Bradfield Deanery. 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer, 4th March 2016 

This year’s service has been prepared by the Christian 
women  of Cuba, and the theme is “Receive children, 
Receive me”.  

There will be a service at All Saints Church, Downshire 
Square, at 11 a.m.. 

The arrangements for the service in Earley and East Reading are not yet 
finalised, so please watch the noticeboards and the church notices. It 
will be held in the afternoon. 

Doreen Woods 

A Rich Man’s World 

Men’s Breakfast – “It’s a Rich Man’s World?” Speaker: Michael Farmer, 
founding partner of a City hedge fund and long-standing Christian.  

Do bring friends, neighbours or work colleagues to come to hear this 
challenging talk at Reading Blue Coat School, Sonning Lane at 8.15. for 
8.30.am on Saturday 13th February. Cost £10.  

Please contact John Broady, Reading Churches Men’s Group, to book 
places either ring 0118-954-3879 or send cheque (‘RCMG’) to 45 Kings 
Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 8DS 

Commissioning Service 

Reading Street Pastors Management Team welcome you to their 7th 
Commissioning Service on Saturday 13th February at 7.30.pm at 
Reading Central Salvation Army, Ansty Road, Reading, RG1 7JR.  

Guest speaker: Les Isaacs, founder of Street Pastors. RSVP: Sally Leonard 
tel. 07970710080. 

Sally Leonard 
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Weekly email Updates 

Since the beginning of last year, we have sent out a weekly newsletter 
by email via a service called Mailchimp.  

If you are not one of the 164 people on the list then please send me an 
email and I will add you (you can ‘unsubscribe’ at any time if you 
prefer not to receive these emails).  

Please note that these mailings are in addition to our printed notices 
which are given out (and displayed on the screen) on Sunday 
mornings.  

My thanks to Julia Marsh who does such a wonderful job of updating 
the information each week, if you have any notices that you’d like to 
add please see Julia. 

Rob Weston 

Park United Reformed Church Directory 

Every few years we produce a Directory of members and friends of Park 
URC which includes name, address, phone number, email address for 
all those who wish to be included. The Directory is only distributed to 
those who are included and is not passed on to anyone else.  

We are in the process of updating the Directory, so if you would like to 
be included please contact Suzy or Helen.  We have written to all those 
who have joined the church in the last few years, but if you have not 
received a letter please do contact us before the end of February. 

Those who were included in the 2013 edition do not need to contact us 
- unless any of your details have changed - please check mobile 
phone numbers and email addresses. 

Suzy Weston & Helen Durrant 
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Spring Cleaning in March 

We have a Spring Cleaning day planned for Saturday 
12th March which will begin working in the church from 
10.00 am and after lunch in David’s Hall we’ll move 
through to the other halls.  

The aim will be to declutter where necessary and dust/polish /vacuum 
those parts that are beyond the reach of our regular cleaning team.  

All ages are invited but children will need to be closely supervised by 
their parents. We will provide some equipment but you are invited to 
bring additional cleaning cloths, vacuum cleaners, dusters etc. 

Rob Weston 

Reform 

This is the URC monthly magazine which gives an overview of things 
happening in other churches as well as the URC and many articles to 
'make you think' and it includes articles for bible study.   

I have recently been made aware of a new promotion in that any new 
Elders or new members (say within the last 6 months) are now offered 3 
free copies to see how they 

like the magazine. Please contact me if you would like to take up this 
offer up and I will send off your name and address to the publishers. We 
have already spare copies for those wishing 

just to look at every month and they are in the rack in the side entrance 
to the church. There is no obligation to take up the magazine 
permanently after the 3 months has lapsed but you may wish to! 

There is also a digital version should anyone prefer but I will require an 
email address for this.  Alternatively if you would like a 'talking Reform' 
on a CD for anyone with eyesight problems I can arrange that for 
anyone free of charge. 

Gaye Rees  
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Letters 

Dear friends 

Thank you all for your prayers, cards and the flowers I 
received after my recent spell in hospital.  I am progressing 
well and only need 1 stick when I am walking outside. 

Maureen Plummer 

We would like to thank Robert and everyone who supported us 
throughout our engagement and then our marriage on Saturday 
December 5th It was our wish to have a small and personal ceremony 
and we got a lot of pleasure using our favourite pieces of music and by 
our friends reading a lesson and saying some prayers. 

Afterwards we delighted the No.17 bus driver by taking the bus to our 
afternoon tea at The Forbury Hotel (so avoiding Xmas shopping traffic) 
and then the staff at Reading Station when the following day they 
assisted us onto the train for our wonderful festive honeymoon in 
London. 

Chalfont St Peter will be our main residence but we shall be in Reading 
on regular occasions. 

If you are ever in the Chilterns please telephone and call in. You will be 
very welcome – phone: 01753 886109 or 07787 788891 email: 
babsdiy@icloud.com 

Barbara & Nigel McAlister 

CTEER Carol Singing in Reading 

Thank you to all who took part 
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The Christian Aid Christmas Appeal  

As you will remember the appeal this year was to fund a project in 
areas of rural Nigeria to safeguard pregnant women and babies 
against malaria, where previously 
death rates have been very high.  

I am pleased to let you know that 
with your generous support the 
funds raised were £847.30, which as 
you know, this amount is then 
doubled by the British Government. With the addition of Gift Aid with 
many donations the total from Park Church is £1852.60. A really splendid 
result! So thank you from Christian Aid to the people of Park Church. 

Chris Gayford 

Happy Feet 

Age UK Reading provide a toe nail cutting service to anyone who is 
unable to do their feet.  They operate on a Monday at this centre and 
also at different locations around Reading, Earley, Woodley and 
Twyford. If you would like to know more about this service or to make 
an appointment please call us on 0118 9502480 and ask for the “Happy 
Feet” service. 

Calling all Gardeners & Wannabe Gardeners  

On Saturday 14th May we are holding another plant, coffee and cake 
sale in aid of Church funds. As before, this will be held at our house (10 
Grovelands Road, Spencers Wood).  

Now is the time when you may be thinking 
about sowing seeds for next spring. If so, then 
please put in some extra ones for us to sell the 
plants on the day; any plants will be gratefully 
received.   

So this is an advance request to anyone who is able to let us have 
plants for sale.  

Yvette & Chris 
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Connect to our Synod 

As well as being Synod Clerk, I am, of 
course, a member of a local church.  And so 
I’m very aware that sometimes what is going 
on in the Synod seems a bit distant. Our focus, quite rightly, is on our 
everyday discipleship as we seek to follow Christ and serve him in and 
through our local church community and in the wider world. 

But I also believe that the Synod can help us in all this. The Synod, after 
all, is just “us”.  As individuals we gather to support and guide one 
another within our local church family; as local churches we gather into 
Synods for support and guidance.  

But that connection is much harder to sustain because of the physical 
distances between us. However, technology can help us! 

I hope you know that last September we launched a new Synod 
Website (if you didn’t know before, you do now!). On this website you 
will find amongst other things; 

• Practical advice 

• Details of the people you can contact for help 

• A calendar of all the events happening in the Synod and how 
to take part 

• A Newsletter which is published twice a month and includes 
news of our churches  

So next time you go on-line to check your e-mails or shop, why not 
enter: http://wessexsynod.urc.org.uk and add it to your favourites. Visit 
often. Stay connected! 

Of course, some of you won’t have internet access. So perhaps 
someone in the congregation who does, would be willing to print out 
the Newsletter, watch out for website information which is of interest to 
your church and help to keep us all connected. 

Sue Brown Synod Clerk 

Engage Befriending 

Engage Befriending are looking for 
volunteers to visit isolated older people 
in our local community who are lonely 
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and have asked for a befriender.  For more information please contact 
engage@themustardtree.org or call 0118 956 7000 

If you would like someone from Engage to come along to one of your 
services, coffee mornings or other event to give out some information 
on the difference befriending makes, or to share our new film then we 
would be very happy to arrange this.  Just get in touch with me directly. 

We are running an Induction Training session for those interested in 
visiting isolated older people through Engage Befriending.  

The session will cover the following key aspects to befriending:  

• Who we are and what we do 

• Communication 

• Practical information about visits 

• Support 

• Safeguarding 

• Confidentiality 

• Boundaries 

Date: Tuesday 2nd February 2016 Time: 7pm Refreshments served. 
Training from 7.15pm until 9.30pm Venue: First Floor, 90 London Street, 
Reading, RG1 4SJ 

To register, please contact Shelley on: 
shelley.challenger@themustardtree.org 

Katherine Shepherd 
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Lost Sheep (Psalms 119:169-176) 

God doesn't give up on His lost sheep. Let us look at who are His lost 
sheep and what do we learn from the psalmist who admitted that he 
has gone astray like a lost sheep.  

(vv169-170) Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give me the 
understanding according to your word. Let my supplication come 
before you; deliver me according to your promise. The psalmist is 
calling on God to hear his prayer and asking God to deliver him. 

(vv. 171–172) My lips will pour forth praise, because you teach me your 
statutes. My tongue will sing of your promise, for all your commands are 
right. Here, the psalmist is praising God for His Word and His promise (as 
we have just sung) 

(vv. 173–175) Let your hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen 
your precepts. I long for your salvation O Lord, and your law is my 
delight. Let me live that I may praise you, and let your ordinances help 
me. The psalmist is pleading with God to enable him to live because he 
delighted in the Word of God (His precepts, law and ordinances) 

(v. 176) I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek out your servant, for I 
do not forget your commandments. The psalmist concluded by 
confessing that he had gone astray like a lost sheep and by asking God 
to rescue him by His Word. 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep (v176) 

Firstly, let us look at who is a lost sheep? It is the one who denies the 
Shepherd and going his/her own way. Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned to our own way. We know that God 
is our creator. We know that He is the Good Shepherd who commits to 
find us all the time. But we like our own ways, we wander away from His 
teachings, we sin and sin, again and again. 

Psalms 139:13 said that before we were born in our mother’s womb 
God already knew us well because He created us.  

(v176) The psalmist recognised that he is a lost sheep; he confessed 
that he has sinned and prayed to God to seek out for him. 

At times, we believe in the absolute lie of autonomy, we think that we 
can be independent from God. At times, we believe in the absolute lie 
of self-sufficiency, we think that we can rely on ourselves! And ourselves 
alone! Without God, we can do Nothing, Absolutely Nothing! 
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The church is the flock of God. In His flock, we can experience the care 
of the Good Shepherd. If we wander away from the flock (church), we 
may go astray like a lost sheep. Last month, we had a number of 
barbeque. We made the fire with coal briquettes; we made the fire 
burning brightly with a lot of heat. We picked one very hot piece of 
briquette out from the fire and we can see it went cold very quickly. In 
the same way, if we are on our own outside the flock, it is very similar to 
the piece of coal away from the fire; we may become cold very 
quickly. I would encourage you to stay with the flock, to belong to the 
church, so that we can support one another, as the Good Shepherd 
intended for us to do so. 

Who is the Good Shepherd? C H Spurgeon gave us this beautiful image 
of the good shepherd 

In His incarnation, He came after the lost sheep 

In His life, He continued to seek the lost sheep 

In His death, He laid the lost sheep on His shoulders 

In His resurrection, He bore the lost sheep on its way 

In His ascension, He brought the lost sheep home rejoicing 

Seek out your servant (v176) 

The psalmist admitted that he has gone astray like a lost sheep, he 
asked God to seek out for him. It is important that we admit that we are 
lost, and ask God to find us. The psalmist prayed fervently “Lord, come 
and look for me”. 

Despite all his striving, the psalmist does not seem to realise, the value 
God puts on him as individual. In our first reading from Luke 15:3, we 
know that the “one sheep” is of such value that the shepherd is leaving 
the ninety-nine in the wilderness just for that “ONE” sheep that is lost, 
until He finds it. 

The Good Shepherd chooses each one of us to be in His flock. He saves 
each one of us from sin. He protects each one of us from evil. The Good 
Shepherd always seeks His lost sheep. He loves each of His sheep, 
“Each and every one” of them. The Good Shepherd answers each lost 
sheep, finds it, restores it and he rejoices with his friends and neighbours, 
for he has found his sheep that was lost. 

(Isaiah 53:6) All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned to our 
own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. The Lord 
risks everything to get back the ONE that was lost. God risks everything 
for the lost sheep, even with His son on the cross. 
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(Luke 19:10) For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.  
God committed Himself to seek and save us, who are the lost!  I do not 
forget your Commandments (v176) 

The psalmist has been desperately seeking to walk in God’s way as he 
did not forget His commandments, the Word of God. He asked God to 
rescue him by His Word. 

How does God seek us? God finds us when we read His Word, the Bible, 
and follow His commands. God will speak to us when we open our 
heart to the Word of God when we read the Bible. When we are lost, 
God will find us. He calls us to follow Him. It is very important that we 
never walk away from the Word of God. We have to learn from the 
psalmist asking God “give me understanding according to your Word 
… deliver me according to your promise … let your ordinances help 
me.” 

Closing – What is our response? 

Our response is: Let us take the incident we reflected on earlier. We 
confess of our sins, we confess that we have gone astray like a lost 
sheep, we ask God to seek us and rescue us by His Word. We will not 
forget His Commandments. 

Let us pray, dear Lord, thank you that you love us, even when we are 
lost, you gave up your life for us. We all like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned to our own way. Jesus, we want you to know, that we will 
follow you all our days. You alone are God and we surrender to Your 
ways. 

Phebe Mann  
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February Calendar 

 

Mon 1st – Wed 3rd Minister away studying in Manchester 

Wed 3rd 9.30 am  Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Sat 6th A Culture of Invitation: Synod event at Ringwood 

Sun 7th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  3.00 pm Messy Church 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 8th 7.30 pm Showing of the film “The King’s Speech” in 
preparation for the Lent Study Course 

Wed 10th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  2.30 pm Service at Lakeside Care Home 

Sun 14th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 15th 7.30 pm Lent Study Course begins 

Wed 17th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun  21st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite evening worship 

Mon 22nd 7.30 pm Lent Study Course 

Wed 24th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

           Wessex Ministers’ Quiet Day 

 Final date for material for the March magazine, to be published 
on March 6th 

Sat 27th 6.30 pm Evening Meal and Quiz 

Sun 28th 10.30am Thinking Day Parade 

   Ignite evening worship 

Feb 28th – March 13th Fairtrade Fortnight 

Mon 29th 7.30 pm Lent Study Course 
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Elder’s Prayer for the month  

God of creation; you created us in your own image and 
gave us dominion over everything else you created on 
earth. We praise you for creating us in your own image. 
Our physical differences are like flowers to you. Like 
blooming flowers in a garden, we beautify the earth you 
created for a limited time.  We bring to you those of us 
who have lost their beloved friends and relatives. 
Comfort them during their bereavement. 

God of light; let your light shine in our lives. Make us the shining beacons 
of your kingdom on earth. Make us shine the way to you for others to 
follow.   

God of love, we pray for your love in our families and community. Fill us 
with your love so that we can love our neighbours as we love ourselves 
just as you commanded us to do. 

God of Peace and justice, we thank you for the peace we experience 
in our country. We pray for your peace to prevail in the troubled lands 
of Palestine, Syria, Afghanistan and every corner of the world where 
wars are ravaging communities. Strengthen the resolve of those who 
genuinely strive for peace. We pray for the warring parties to find 
common ground and pursue peaceful means to resolve their 
differences.  

God of comfort, we thank you for the comforts of our homes and 
families. We bring to you those who are undertaking perilous journeys 
trying to flee persecution, wars and injustices in their countries of origin. 
We remember the homeless in our streets and the refugees who are 
exposed to the cold nights during this winter. We bring to you those 
suffering from the snow blizzards in the US where some lives have been 
lost. Lord God see the sufferings of your creation and comfort them.  

In a moment of silence we bring our personal situations to the Lord in a 
silent prayer. 

In Jesus’ name who intercedes on our behalf we pray. Amen. 

Zie Bhebhe 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   home: 0118 966 8647 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   phone: 0118 935 2324 
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 
 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 

 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
  3.00 pm Messy Church (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Toddler Group 
 12.00 pm Monday Cafe 

 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 

 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
 7.15 pm  Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 

 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School 

 9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 


